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Latest developments—Federal: DOJ, 
Choke Point; Judicial: Robinson v. 
Cuomo, ACLU v. Clapper, City Arms East 
& National Shooting Sports Foundation 
V. City of Pleasant Hill, Gadomsl<i v. 
Tavares:; Legislation introduced: New 
Jersey; Legislation changes: Florida, 
Iowa, Maine, Nevada, North Carolina, 
North Dakota, Minnesota, South 
Carolina, Texas, Wisconsin 

114th Congress 
The US House passed HR2048, the 

USA Freedom Act of 2015—a bill to 
reauthorize the original Patriot Act, but 
with significant restrictions on wiretapping 
and gathering telephone information 
on US citizens. The NRA had openly 
supported this legislation. 
Pro-gun bills: 

H.R. 2710, the "Lawful Purpose and 
Self Defense Act of 2015", removing 
ATF's power to interpret the "sporting 
purposes" clauses in federal law, was 
introduced by Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT) 
on June 10, 2015. 

On May 15, the US House passed the 
Defense Authorization Act, the budget bill 
for the Department of Defense—HR3979. 
Included in this bill was an amendment 
by Rep. Mike Rogers to allow qualified 
applicants to purchase surplus M1911 
.45 caliber handguns. Additional 
amendments included keeping lead 
ammunition from being regulated under 
the Toxic Substance Control Act. The 
Senate is working on a companion bill at 
this time. 

The FY16 CJS Appropriations bill was 
marked up in the House Commerce, 
Justice and Science Subcommittee. 
Current language in this bill includes a 
prohibition on forcing FFLs to report to 
ATF the sale of multiple long guns to 
one person, the government banning the 
importation of shotguns as a non-sporting 
firearm, and using taxpayer money to 
implement the UN Arms Treaty. 

Rep. Perry Scott (R-PA) introduced 
H.R. 2019, to prevent ATF from 
reclassifying ammunition as armor 

piercing. 
S. 874 and H.R. 1701, to restore 

Second Amendment rights in the District 
of Columbia, to remove the authority of 
the DC Council to enact persecutory gun 
control, was introduced on Mar. 26. 

S. 670 and H.R. 1316, the Veterans 
Heritage Firearms Act of 2015, allowing 
for a 180-day amnesty period for 
veterans or family members to register 
National Fireanns Act fireamns that were 
acquired before October 31.1968. 

H.R. 1365, the Ammunition and 
Firearms Protection Act, to prevent ATF 
from banning rifle bullets. 

H.R. 1413, Firearms Manufacturers 
and Dealers Protection Act of 2015, was 
introduced by Rep. David Schweikert (R-
AZ) on Mar. 17. This bill would "terminate 
Operation Choke Point and any similar 
program that attempts to infringe upon 
the Second Amendment or eradicate the 
manufacture and sale of firearms and 
ammunition." 

S. 477, Firearms Manufacturers and 
Dealers Protection Act of 2015, was 
introduced by Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) 
on Feb. 12. The legislation will entirely 
defund any activities associated with 
Operation Choke Point and prevent the 
Attorney General from reinstituting the 
program under a different name. 

Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) introduced 
the Constitutional Concealed Carry 
Reciprocity Act of 2015, S. 498, on Feb. 
12. This legislation would ensure that 
states honor pemiits from other states 
similarly to drivers' licenses. On the same 
day two similar house bills, H.R. 764 and 
H.R. 923, were also introduced. 

On Feb. 5 Sens. Lisa Murkowski 
(R-AK) and Martin Heinrich (D-NM) 
introduced the Bipartisan Sportsmen's 
Act of 2015, S. 405, with 5 other original 
co-sponsors. 

H.R. 697, to conserve elephants and 
regulate ivory, was introduced by Rep. 
Young (R-AK). 

S. 263 and H.R. 578, protecting the 
rights of gunowners on lands managed 
by US Army Corps of Engineers has 
been introduced. 

H.R. 131, introduced by Rep. Morgan 
Griffith (R-VA) would allow gunowners to 
legally transport firearms between two 

interstate locations as long as the firearm 
was encased and not readily accessible. 
Anti-gun bills: 

Rep. Steve Israel (D-NY) and 17 other 
Reps introduced H.R. 1454, a bill to ban 
so-called annor piercing ammunition— 
the same ammo that ATF was trying to 
ban by regulation. 

H.R. 1217, Public Safety and Second 
Amendment Rights Protection Act of 
2015, a "universal" background check bill, 
was introduced on Mar. 3, 2015. 

Rep. Robin Kelly, (D-IL), who was first 
elected in 2012 thanks to the $1.2 millkxi 
contribution from Michael Bloomberg's 
Independence PAC, has introduced H.R. 
224, requiring the surgeon general to 
submit a report to Congress annually 
on 'the effects of gun violence on public 
health." 

Choke Point 
According to the National Shooting 

Foundation (NSSF) a firearms dealer 
in Fruitland Park, FL, has been denied 
service by a large bank. 

Judicial 
DC: US District Judge Frederick J . 

Scullin, who originally told DC to rewrite 
its gun laws, has now struck down the 
latest attempt by the DC City Council 
to require a Right-to-Cany applicant 
to provide "good reason" for owning a 
firearm. Judge Scullin said that "there 
is no basis" for DCs "total ban on the 
public carrying of ready-to-use handguns 
outside the home." He said the law was 
not constitutional. The suit was filed by 
the Second Amendment Foundation. 

City Arms East & National Shooting 
Sports Foundation v. City of Pleasant 
Hill: City Arms East and NSSF sued the 
municipality after a city council ordinance 
restricting the location of fireanns 
retailers was passed in 2012. Atrial date 
has been set for Dec. 4, 2015. 

Gadomski v. Tavares: On April 22, 
the Rl Supreme Court mled that the East 
Providence Chief of Police, Tavares, 
must issue a new decision regarding his 
denial of Gadomski's application for a 
Right-to-Carry pennit. 
State Legislation 
All states are or were in session In 2015. 
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Legislative Update 
Continued from Page 5 
New Jersey, which has state elections 
in November, canned over legislation 
from 2014 to 2015. The Alabama, 
Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, 
Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Missouri, Mississippi, 
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Texas, Utah, Venvont and Wyoming 
legislatures have adjourned. 
Alabama: 

The Alabama legislature has 
adjourned. SB262, repealing Alabama's 
handgun registration process, and HB47, 
a comprehensive pro-gun reform bill, has 
been signed by Gov. Robert Bentley. 
California: 

AB225, makes filling a false Gun 
Violence Restraining Order a felony, 
is before the Assembly Committee on 
Public Safety and a vote held on Mar. 17 
was deadlocked at 3-3. AB96, banning 
the import, sale and possession of ivory 
products, has passed the Assembly 
and is before the Senate Committee 
on Natural Resources and Water on 
June 23. SB347, expanding the list of 
misdemeanor convictions that result 
in a 10-year prohibition on possessing 
firearms, is before the Senate Committee 
on Appropriations. SB566, reducing 
the fee for a firearm safety certificate 
for active and retired members of the 
amned forces is scheduled before the 
Senate Committee on Appropriations. 
AB499, allowing bow and an-ow hunters 
with a Right-to-Cany permit to cany 
while hunting, has passed the Assembly. 
AB950, allowing persons subject to a gun 
vk3lence restraining order to transfer his/ 
her firearms to a licensed fireanms dealer, 
is awaiting a hearing before the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations on June 22. 
Colorado: 

The Colorado legislature has 
adjoumed. SB226, an apprentice hunting 
bHI, has been signed by Gov. John 
Hickenlooper. 
Delaware: 

The House Natural Resources 
Committee approved HB23, updating 
allowable hunting calibers, but it has 
not been considered in the full House. 
HB25, allowing gray fox hunting, has 
passed both Houses. SB83, allowing 
anyone to issue ex part orders resulting 
in disqualification from owning firearms 

or ammunition, was amended with SSI 
and passed by the Senate on June 17. 
HB168, an unsafe storage bill, was 
introduced on June 9 and was scheduled 
for a later hearing before the House 
Judiciary Committee. This bill is vague 
and could potentially cause gunowners to 
become criminals. 
Florida: 

The Florida legislature has adjourned. 
Gov. Rick Scott signed SB290, allowing 
people to take firearms with them 
during an emergency evacuation. The 
legislature convened in a special tax 
session and during that session the 
legislature addressed the illegal tax 
collection by the Florida Department 
of Revenue (DOR) of a sales tax on 
membership fees at gun clubs. The Tax 
Cut bill was signed by Scott on June 16 
and the shooting club exemption takes 
effect July 1. 
Illinois: 

Although it appeared that SB1858, 
banning the import, sale and possession 
of ivory products, was defeated in the 
Senate Environment and Conservation 
Committee, the Committee has pushed 
off the deadline for reconsideration twice. 
Iowa: 

The Iowa legislature has adjourned. 
Gov. Terry Branstad (R) signed SF392, 
creating an apprentice hunting license. 
Several pro-gun measures passed in the 
House. However, they were bottled up in 
the Senate and did not become law. 
Kansas: 

The Kansas legislature has adjourned. 
SB45, a bill to allow Kansans to carry a 
concealed firearm without a permit, has 
been signed by Gov. Sam Brownback 
(R). 
Louisiana: 

As of May 11 persons with a Right-
to-Carry Louisiana permit are able to 
get a Chief Law Enforcement Officer's 
certification for purchasing NFA firearms 
and suppressors. I-IB488, an expansion 
of domestic violence statutes to deny 
firearms ownership, has become HB842 
and is awaiting action by the full House. 
Maine: 

LD652, a Constitutional Cany bill, has 
passed both houses of the legislature 
but the House added two new provisions 
and it goes back to the Senate for 
concurrence. All other bills are dead for 
the session. Election Reform legislation 
is not usually relevant to the gun issue. 
However, LR176, preventing non-Maine 
citizens from collecting signatures 
or handling petitions, would limit the 

influence of outside groups in referenda, 
has become law. 
Massachusetts: 

The legislature is considering two bills, 
SB440 and HB1275, banning the import, 
sale and possession of ivory products. 
Michigan: 

After vetoing similar bills in 2014 Gov. 
Snyder (R) signed SB34 and SB35, 
eliminating county licensing boards and 
mandating that if you qualify for a Right-
to-Carry permit, you will be issued it by 
the Michigan State Police. Snyder has 
also signed "The Air Gun Reclassification 
Package" consisting of HB4151-HB4156. 
Minnesota: 

Gov. Mark Dayton signed SF878, 
an omnibus firearms reform measure 
that includes: prohibition of any agency 
confiscating guns during a state of 
emergency, allowing residents to 
purchase rifles and shotguns in all other 
states, modification of the Capitol Carry 
Notification provision, changes carry 
permit reciprocity, legalizes firearms 
suppressors, and requires a sign off" by 
a Chief Law Enforcement officer on the 
transfer of a NFA firearm within 15 days. 
Mississippi: 

The Mississippi legislature has 
adjourned. Gov. Phil Bryant signed 
SB2394, to reduce fees for Right-to-
Cany permits, and SB2619, streamlining 
the Right-to-Cany process. 
Missouri: 

The Missouri legislature has adjoumed. 
Several budget bills signed by Gov. Jay 
Nixon included funding for school safety 
and security measures. 
Montana: 

The Montana legislature has 
adjourned. Gov. Steve Bullock vetoed 
HB203, prohibiting state enforcement 
of federal laws, and HB298, allowing 
Montanans to carry without a permit. 
Gov. Bullock signed HB250, allowing the 
use of suppressors while hunting. All the 
remaining bills died. 
Nebraska: 

The Nebraska legislature has 
adjourned. The Judiciary Committee 
voted out LB30, protecting the privacy 
of gun owners, and LB289, instituting a 
state firearms preemption law. Both these 
bills will be eligible for consideration in 
the 2016 Session. 
Nevada: 

The Nevada legislature has adjourned. 
Gov. Brian Sandoval signed AB136, 
allowing concealed carry while bow 
hunting and SB175, prohibiting persons 
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with domestic violence convictions from 
purchasing a firearm, extending Castle 
doctrine to vehicles, eliminating Clark 
County handgun registration and creating 
reciprocity for Right-to-Carry permittees 
from other states. AB167, allowing 
storage of firearms and ammunition in 
a foster home, and AB121, prohibiting 
schools from disciplining students 
for simulating fireanns or dangerous 
weapons, or for wearing clothing that 
depicts such items, were signed by Gov. 
Sandoval in early June. 
New Hampshire: 

SB116, a repeal of the Right-to-Cany 
pennit system, but allowing for pemiits 
for those who want to have a pennit in 
order to carry in other states, has passed 
the Senate and the IHouse. Gov. Maggie 
Hassan (D) has threatened to veto. 
New Jersey: 

On June 1 the Assembly Law and 
Public Safety Committee was scheduled 
to hear AB4218, a bill that requires 
a firearm sun-ender process that is 
clearly unconstitutional. The Senate 
passed AB-2777, a bill to "fix" the law 
regarding firearms transportation, but a 
pro-gun amendment that would ensure 
that citizens were able to transport 
firearms without fear of being arrested 
was not considered. Two pro-hunting 
bills, S573 and S699, that would create 
an "apprentice hunting" license, were 
passed by the Senate Budget Committee 
and referred to the Senate Environment 
and Energy Committee. 
New York: 

S2491, requiring safe storage of 
fireanns, and S2050, banning .50 caliber 
rifles, were defeated in the Senate Codes 
Committee 6-9. 
North Carolina 

Gov. Pat McCrory signed HB443, 
allowing seized firearms to be returned 
to lawful owners. HB640, a Sunday 
hunting bill, was passed by the Senate 
but with a prohibition on hunting before 
Sunday noon on private property. The 
House version did not include the ban on 
hunting before noon. The two versions 
must be reconciled. HB652, the Second 
Amendment Affirmation Act that would 
repeal state background checks prior 
to handgun purchases has run into 
opposition from Michael Bloomberg's 
groups. As a result an amendment to 
postpone the repeal until 2021 has been 
added to the bill. 
North Dakota: 

The North Dakota legislature has 

adjoumed. Gov. Jack Dalrymple signed 
SB2274, a bill to require that a Chief Law 
Enforcement Officer sign an application 
for a National Fireanns Act (NFA) 
regulated item within 30 days, HB1450, 
increasing where lawful gunners can 
carry, HB1457, firearms that have been 
seized, forfeited or abandoned could be 
auctioned if in an operable condition, 
and HB1156, allowing unsuccessful 
applicants for the deer hunting lottery to 
donate the fee to the Private Land Open 
to Sportsmen program. 
Ohio: 

The following bills are being heard by 
the House State Government Committee: 
HB20, allowing the carrying of a firearm 
by a Right-to-Carry pemnittee on school 
grounds; HB48, allowing the canying of 
a firearm by a Right-to-Carry permittee 
on grounds of churches, state buildings, 
and school safety zones as long as the 
firearm remains in a vehicle; and HB152, 
allowing pennitless cany. 
Oklahoma: 

The Oklahoma legislature has 
adjoumed. SB41, making public property 
open to Oklahomans with Right-to-Carry 
pennits, passed the legislature but was 
vetoed by Gov. Mary Fallin (R). 
Oregon: 

SB941, making all private firearms 
transfers illegal, has passed both Houses 
and been signed by Gov. Kate Brown. 
SB913, an ivory ban bill that passed the 
Senate 19-11, is dead for the session. 
Two bills, HB3093 and SB315, have 
been introduced to fix flaws in SB941, but 
both bills have been refen-ed back to the 
Senate Rules Committee. 
Pennsylvania: 

HB503, the Firearm Registration 
Act, has been introduced. The Game 
Commission has proposed to eliminate 
deer and wild turkey from those species 
allowed for youth hunters (age 9 or less). 
The Sunday hunting bill is about to be 
introduced. 
Rhode Island: 

All gun bills have been held for 
further study, thus they are no longer 
viable. However two domestic violence 
prevention bills have surfaced as anti-
gun bills: SB503 and SB520. Both 
bills expand the "prohibited persons" 
category and expand the penalty from a 
misdemeanor to a felony. 
South Carolina: 

The South Carolina legislature has 
adjourned. On May 28 the House voted 
to concur with the Senate version of S3, 

a "domestic violence" refomri act. There 
are some problems with the language 
concerning domestic violence convictions 
and orders of protection, but Gov. Nikki 
Haley is expected to sign it. 
Texas: 

The Texas legislature has adjoumed. 
Gov. Greg Abbott has signed HB910, 
giving Right-to-Cany pennittees the 
option to keep their handguns concealed 
or carrying them wholly or partially 
visible, and SB11, allowing Right-to-
Carry permittees to carry on college and 
university campuses. SJR22/HR61, a 
Constitutional Amendment to establish 
a right to hunt and fish, has passed 
both Houses and now will go before the 
people for a vote as Proposition 6 in 
November 2015. SB273, imposing fines 
on local governments that improperly 
post anti-CHL signage, is awaiting Gov. 
Abbott's consideration. 
Vermont 

The Vermont legislature has 
adjourned. HB5, a bill to allow hunting 
with suppressors, passed both Houses 
and is awaiting consideration by Gov. 
Peter Shumlin. 
Washington: 

The first session of the legislature 
adjourned and the legislature is in a 
special session. SB5381, returning 
firearms held by police, has been 
signed by Gov. Jay Inslee. HB1713, 
adding a new prohibition for "substance 
abuse disorder" to firearms' ownership 
restrictions, is before the Senate Ways 
& Means Committee during the special 
session. 
West Virginia: 

The West Virginia legislature has 
adjourned. Although SB347, a permitless 
carry bill, passed both Houses with 
overwhelming majorities. Gov. Earl Ray 
Tomblin vetoed the bill after Sen. Joe 
Manchin issued a press release calling 
the bill dangerous. Gov. Tomblin has 
signed HB2128, allowing Right-to-Carry 
permittees to store fireanms in a car on 
the grounds of the Capitol; HB2636, 
keeping infonnation on Right-to-Cany 
pennittees confidential; and SB284, 
ensuring that those applying for a firearm 
under the National Firearms Act (NFA) 
have the application signed within 15 
days. 
Wisconsin 

SB35, repealing Wisconsin's 48 hour 
waiting period for handgun purchase, 
has passed both Houses and is awaiting 
signature from Gov. Scott Walker. 
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